
 

David Draheim 
- Convicted by 

Hidden Evidence

David Draheim has been tried and convicted 
twice for crimes he did not commit. The jury in 
both trials was denied access to information that 
should have completely exonerated David.

WHO IS DAVID DRAHEIM?

Dave is a volunteer fireman from Holt, 
Michigan.  He received a number of citations 
for saving the lives of fire victims and for his 
firefighting work.  He was an employee of Delhi 
Township and is an honorably discharged U.S. 
Marine.

CHARGED

In January, 1990 a woman called the Ingham 
County Police, and attempted to anonymously 
accuse David of rape. The woman alleged the 
act occurred in June, 1989.  The police 
discounted the tip, and did not follow up on it 
until March.  In March, David was charged with 
the crime.  

Trial was held in October, at which the accuser 
OFFERED NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE, AND 
WAS UNABLE TO DESCRIBE DAVID'S 
HOME (THE SITE OF THE ALLEGED 
CRIME).  Most important of all: the problems 
with the accuser's testimony. SHE CHANGED 
THE DATE OF THE ALLEGED INCIDENT 
TO MID AUGUST. As part of discovery for 
David's second trial, new evidence has come to 
light which proves beyond any doubt that the 
date David's accuser alleged the attack occurred 
would have been impossible for her to be 
present.

In spite of the problems with her testimony, and 
the fact that David had five solid alibi witnesses, 
the jury found David guilty. The judge exceeded 
the sentencing guidelines because of David's 
fire department duties and sentenced him to 40 
to 80 years.

THE EVIDENCE TURNS UP

On appeal, the defense learned of the tip sheet 
and the earlier alleged date of the crime.  THE 
JURY NEVER HEARD THAT THE 
ACCUSER HAD ORIGINALLY CHOSEN A 
DATE OF THE CRIME TWO MONTHS 
AWAY FROM THE DATE SHE SWORE 
UNDER OATH THE INCIDENT OCCURRED.

WHAT THE KIRBY JURY WAS NOT 
ALLOWED TO HEAR

The second of Dave's two trials was for the 
murder of Jeanette Kirby. The original 
magistrate determined that a deal by the Ingham 
County Prosecutor should have been enforced, 
preventing David from being tried by Ingham 
County for the crime. David placed his freedom 
at risk by taking a total of FIVE POLYGRAPH 
(LIE DETECTOR) TESTS. The Michigan State 
Police administered the polygraph tests, EACH 
POLYGRAPH OFFICER concluded that David 
was telling the truth in denying responsibility 
for the crime. David also submitted to a private 
examination conducted under the influence of 
"truth serum" by a licensed psychologist. David 
passed this test too. 

THE POLYGRAPH RESULTS, THE TRUTH 
SERUM TEST NOR THE DEAL WITH THE 
PROSECUTOR WERE EVER PRESENTED 
TO THE JURY FOR THEIR 
CONSIDERATION. IN ADDITION, NO DNA 
CONNECTED DAVID TO THE CRIME, AND 
NO WITNESS WAS ABLE TO CONNECT 
DAVID DRAHEIM WITH JEANNETTE 
KIRBY.

COLD CASE FILES 

In the 1960's and 1970's, Bill Kurtis kept 
Chicago honest. Along with great journalists 
like Walter Jacobsen and reporter Mike Royko, 
Kurtis did the nightly news from the perspective 
of a beat reporter. No "talking head" he, Kurtis 
investigated the stories of corruption and 
misconduct in local government. His reporting 
was courageous and heroic, and protected the 
little guy of Chicago from abuse. Sadly, the 
show he produces and stars in, Cold Case Files, 
only dramatized and aggrandized, in David's 
case, police departments and prosecutors' 
offices. The staff did not investigate for errors at 
the trial. The David Draheim episode of Cold 
Case Files (CCF), ignored any pretense of 
impartiality by ignoring David's story. The CCF 
staff approached David through his family 
representative. They were told of the 
polygraphs, and offered copies. They never 
requested them. They knew of the deal between 
the Ingham County Prosecutor and David to 
forebear prosecution in exchange for a passed 
polygraph, because it was a matter of the public 
record. They never discussed it. They presented 
on their show everything the prosecutors and 
police alleged about the flexicuffs, without 
looking for an alternate belief or explanation. 
The show merely exploited the trial and the 
tragedy of the murder of Jeanette Kirby. 

SUPPORT DAVID

If you would like to offer David a word of 
encouragement, you may write him at:
David Draheim, 213141
Muskegon Correctional Facility
2400 South Sheridan Drive, 
Muskegon, MI 49442

David Draheim with his baby niece

David Draheim protecting his country as a Marine 
in the South Pacific.

My Favorite Links:

Yahoo!

Michigan Department of Corrections

United States Supreme Court Docket

Justice Denied Magazine

My Info:

Name: James

Email: lawcwru@yahoo.com
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