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Editorial Comment  by Don Lemaire

Thankfully, the Pennsylvania Superior Court, citing "prosecutorial 
misconduct", has ordered a new trial. Now, the District Attorney 
must decide whether to prosecute again.  Manning's supporters 
have voiced concern that the nature of the court's ruling may 
generate an additional incentive to achieve a guilty verdict.  As you 
will see for yourself, charges should never have been brought 
against this disabled, partly paralyzed man who did nothing more 
than try to get away from two armed attackers who had previously 
threatened to kill him.  

The relevant facts are painfully simple.  It staggers the imagination 
to think that what happened to Michael Manning one day when he 
stopped to buy gas could even happen in America.  It did.  A local 
newspaper attended each day of the trial and dutifully reported an 
objective account of the proceedings.  Those articles are linked to 
this page so that you can see for yourself just how grossly unjust 
was the "criminalization of Michael Manning".

Most of those who learn about this case subsequently speak out 
against the obvious injustice, and there are several mechanisms 
available below so you can do just that. We look forward to reading 
your opinion in the guestbook as well.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The trial begins and so do the questions about why Michael 
was even charged with a crime, let alone convicted of one.  
Was it self defense, or was it murder?  Consider that two men 
followed Manning into the gas station where he was getting 
gas, and then the man who had previously threatened to kill 
Michael is seen scuffling with him.  What's wrong with this 
picture?

 

On the witness stand, Michael presents a plausible explanation of the events.  
The physical evidence (such as defensive "cuts" on his hands) seems to back up 
his testimony.  Although most of the information in the second article is subjective 
there was one significant issue that leaped at me from the page.  The prosecutor 

himself confirmed, for me at least, that Michael's testimony was indeed factual.  He 
wanted to contradict a separate point by saying that "(Michael) was lucid enough to 
pick up his cane, which he dropped as Burly approached him."  IF Michael was the 

aggressor then wouldn't he have used his cane as a weapon as opposed to 
dropping it, and searching for something else as his attacker came at him? 

 

Although I'm as lay as a lay person can be when it comes to the process of litigation I still 
had to scratch my head, bewildered when I read the testimony of a martial arts expert 
who apparently was allowed to give "expert" medical testimony for the prosecution forget 
about the notion that I don't agree with his view.  I was still scratching my head when I 
reached the end of that article.  So,  I'll just step out of the way and let the commentary 
speak for itself.

 

Again, the article speaks for itself.  Not only is it absurd to consider murder as a 
valid charge, but "pre-meditated" murder is downright laughable given that the 

meeting was coincidental and after Burly followed Manning into the gas station.  I 
will go a step further by even disagreeing with the defense lawyer too.  This isn't 
even a case of "self defense".  The facts suggest that Burly accosted Manning, 
and the stab wound was self inflicted, albeit accidentally in the scuffle.  I must 

admit I'm jumping a little ahead of you here, because there is forthcoming 
testimony from the State Police that the fingerprints on the knife did NOT belong to 

Michael Manning!  My guess would be that the fingerprints on the knife just might 
belong to the person responsible for the stab wound ... to my knowledge there was 

no identification of "who" the prints actually belonged to.  More on this in the next 
"chapter".

Unfortunately, this article only scratched the surface of a mountain of information.  
One of the more compelling comments was that made by an investigating detective 
who notes that "whatever happened (to Harry ) Burly was in self defense."  The knife 
evidently ended up in Michael's car.  "How" it got there is indeed a valid question - it 
may be the only question, BUT the police testified that they don't know who the 
fingerprints on the knife belong too.  Since Burly died of a stab wound then I'd think 
any legal charges would be directed toward whoever made those fingerprints and ... 
I'd be willing to wager that the prints belong to Harry Burly himself. What do you think?

Well, the jury didn't see it that way. They found Michael guilty of third degree murder.  
To my way of thinking there was, at the very least, "reasonable doubt". I would say that 
Michael was proven totally innocent if I had a reasonable answer to "how" the knife ended 
up in his car.  I can't help but wonder if that's why he was ultimately convicted.  It would 
be sad to the point of being obscene if Michael Manning sits in a prison cell for the next 
30 years because he couldn't answer all the questions to prove he was innocent.  In our 
system of justice it's the responsibility of the prosecution to prove it's case.  Anyone who 
has ever watched a "cops n' robbers" TV show knows how that works ... or is supposed to 
work.  In real life though alot of people tend to think that if a person is charged then he's 
guilty.  I really can't fathom why the jury found Michael guilty in this case ... forget about 
the fact that he's really and truly innocent but the available facts just don't meet the 
burden of proof by any stretch of the imagination.  A sad commentary indeed!.  

When I first learned of the Manning case I thought I must be missing something. I 
began to read newspaper articles expecting to find "the catch". So far I haven't 
found one and I don't expect that I ever will! Nothing I have read thus far even 

comes close to justifying why Manning was even charged to begin with. I'm 
dumbfounded that he could then be found guilty.  Lingering questions like "who's 

fingerprints" are on the knife if not Manning's?" gnaw at my insides.  The "doubt" in 
this case goes so far beyond "reasonable doubt" that it staggers the imagination.  

"what happened" to Harry Burly isn't much of a mystery, but the prosecution of 
Michael Manning sure is!  

Guilty Until Proven Innocent
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Poll # One

The courts overseeing the Michael 
Manning case should:

 Do Nothing He Is Guilty

 He's Guilty But Lower Sentence 

 Drop All Charges And Free Him 

 Grant A New Trial

 Investigate The Whole Process

view results

Get Your Own FREE Poll

 

 

 

 Should the state re-try Michael Manning? Or send him 
home? 

Yes- The state should re file charges and then re-try him 

NO - Let him go home now!! 

   

 

1.  copy and paste the banner above 
on your web site.

2.  Submit your URL below.

3.  We will visit your site to verify that 
you've pasted the banner, and to 
ensure that your web site is presented 
in "good taste".  (We don't make any 
kind of judgment as to the merits of 
any web site however we won't post a 
link to a site that does not conform to 
appropriate social standards).  

Naturally we reserve the right not to 
post a link at our discretion and we 
are not responsible for the content of 
any web site linked here nor are we 
associated with the management of 
any other web site.

 
 

 

your opinion matters
Write to Michael Manning

 

Send a "letter 
to the editor"  

 

  Note: poll counter was reset to zero due to vandalism.  As of 10/14/02 there were 40 
votes to send Michael home and no valid opposing votes.

 

Diane Manning, Michael's
mother shares her commentary  

  

 

Read the details in the 
September 12, 2002 edition 

of 
THE POCONO RECORD

Read the court order 
handed down by 

Superior Court click here

 

 

The unjust nature of the 
charges against 
Michael Manning 

becomes obvious the 
moment a reader views 

the very first 
newspaper article, but 
the legal definition of 

'self defense', 
appearing in the 

column to the right, 
provides an objective 
albeit ironic frame of 

reference. 

VERDICT OVERTURNED 
&  NEW TRIAL ORDERED 

The Pennsylvania Superior 
Court 

Cites Prosecutorial Misconduct
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A letter to the Pocono
Record by Michael's Uncle

 

 

MICHAEL HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM PRISON.  HE IS HOME NOW  WITH HIS 
FAMILY AND DOING WELL ... ANY FUTURE DEVELPMENTS WILL BE 

REPORTED HERE.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVALUABLE HELP AND SUPPORT

  

  

  

ago...
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Prisoner Profile

Michael Anthony Manning
#DW1048
Mahanoy State Correctional Inst.
301 Morea Road
Frackville, Pa. 17932
State of Incarceration: PENNSYLVANIA

Michael Manning a 30 yr.old physically disabled man was unexpectantly & without provocation attacked at knife point by two able 
bodied men. During his struggle Michael was unable to gain control of the knife,however, his main attacker was stabbed & later died. 
Case brought to trial as a murder case. Finger prints on knife NOT THOSE OF MICHAEL MANNING. Conviction of 3 degree 
murder totally unsupported by facts, evidence or testimonies. Michael sentenced 12-30 yr. because he defended his life.    

Name of Attorney: Salvatore P.J. Vito,
45 North Seventh Street
Stroudsburg, Pa. 18301
570-424-8890

Name of Group Working on Case:
Michael's family & Supporters /writeAwrong Organization, & Other organizations
Contact Information: Diane C. Manning (Mother)
HC1 Wiscasset Ave  Box 102D
Swiftwater, Pa. 18370
570-839-0948
Additional info concerning involved organizations, etc. will be  provided on request 

WEBSITE:  http://donlemaire.homestead.com/cases.html

Citizens United for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (CUADP) works to end the death penalty in the 
United States through aggressive campaigns of public education and the promotion of tactical 
grassroots activism.

  
Search Our Site for:
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The Manning trial was exceptionally well 
covered each day by the local newspaper.  

Since then there have been numerous 
"letters to the Editor" concerning various 
related issues.  If you would like to make 

YOUR voice heard as well.click on the icon.

 

 

The Pennsylvania Superior Court has overturned the guilty verdict citing "prosecutorial misconduct".  
We have posted the Court Order so you can see for yourself what the Justices have said.  Michael 
remains in prison, however and it remains to be seen whether prosecutors will again bring this 
innocent man to trial.  America ... indeed, the WORLD is watching.  Now more than ever it is critical 
that YOU get involved.  "Freedom" is a verb.  The rights we enjoy by virtue of the Constitution must 
be earned and safeguarded by WE THE PEOPLE!  

 
 

 

DISABLED SON, RAILROADED, DENIED CIVIL 
RIGHTS, VICTIM - RACIAL PREJUDICE:   

NOVEMBER 8, 2001 

Michael Manning is a 31 year old physically disabled, black male, who 
prior to this unfortunate plight has never experienced any legal problems. 
  Michael does not have a history of alcohol, tobacco or illegal drug use.  
Since 1996, Michael has been physically disabled due to a severe lower 
back injury with limited mobility down to his legs.   Since the inception of 
this injury Michael must  use a cane to walk. Michael's diagnosis is that 
of: Multiple, herniated discs with lumbar stenosis.  This injury is a direct 
result of a work related accident.     On the evening of June 16, 1997, 
Michael was enroute to purchase fuel for his vehicle & pick me up from 
work when he was followed and subsequently endured an unexpected 
knife attack by two men of questionable character who had the advantage 
of weight, height & physical well being over Michael.  In an attempt to 
shield his upper body from the onslaught of the knife the fingers of 
Michael's left hand were sliced.  During the ensuing struggle Michael was 
unable to gain control of the knife, however, his main attacker was 
stabbed & later died of the wound. Michael was questioned by Detective 
Thomas Lynott of the Pocono Township Police.  After conferring via 
telephone with the D.A. & ADA Detective Lynott informed Michael that he 
was not being charged & was being released to go home with his family 
as it was felt this was a case of self defense. A few days after the incident 
Michael was asked by Det. Lynott if he knew his attacker by another 
name because the police were experiencing difficulty in making a positive 
identification as this person's name was not matching his finger prints.  
Michael's main attacker had been known to this family for approximately 
two years as he was the boyfriend of Michael's stepsister.  We were 
limited in our knowledge of his background.  He was known to us as 
Harry Burley.  Harry admitted to his girlfriend and to Michael's biological 
sister that he had been incarcerated in the State of Virginia on drug 
charges, however, when Michael's attorney requested information on this 
incarceration from NCIC, no information could be found under that name. 
  The investigation of this case lasted five months during which time 
Michael was never informed that he was a suspect.Although it was not 
requested of him whenever Michael left the state he contacted the 
detectives to inform him of his whereabouts until we were informed that 
these calls were not necessary.    However, on November 5, 1997, 
ironically, THE DAY AFTER ELECTION DAY, Michael Manning was 
unexpectantly arrested.   This clear cut case of  "self defense" was 
brought to trial on 9/8/98, by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a 
murder case.  During this trial Michael & his attorney, Salvatore Vito 
endured many injustices.    The Presiding Judge, Ronald E. Vican 
showed contempt for Michael's witnesses and attorney.   He clearly 
displayed disbelief of Michael's testimony.  During this trial Judge Vican 
questioned Michael Manning "89 times,"  doing much damage to his 
credibility.  The District Attorney of Monroe County, Pa., Mark 
Pazuhanich, severely twisted the facts of the case and blatantly lied.  He 
informed the jury that Michael did not claim self defense.  This 
misstatement can readily be disproved by the police report taken the 
night of the attack.  He further informed the jury "this defendant failed to 
prove his innocence."   At one point during the trial this DA instructed the 
jury "TO BRING BACK A VERDICT OR HE WOULD HAVE TO 
SHARPEN HIS JURY SELECTION SKILLS."     During Michael's struggle 
for his life his main attacker grabbed him about the legs in an attempt to 
get him down.  In an effort to regain his freedom Michael "kicked" his 
attacker.   The Prosecution ontended that this "kick" infered MALICE.  
Inview of the severity & limited physical abilities of Michael's disability this 
"kick" could not and did not cause bodily injury.   The cause of death is 
recorded as chest wound.  Testimony was given that at the time of 
autopsy no bruised area was evidenced at the wound site.  The 
Prosecution further contended that the wounds to the fingers of Michael's 
left hand were "self inflicted."   Michael Manning, however, is naturally left 
handed.  Testimony was given by this County's Criminal Forensic 
Pathologist, Dr. I. Mihalikas, the "the wounds to the fingers of Michael 
Manning's left hand are DEFENSIVE WOUNDS."   No defensive wounds 
were evidenced on the attacker at the time of autopsy.   Dr. Mihalikas has 
over 30 years experience in his field and testifies over 95% of the time on 
this county's behalf, however, his expert testimony was contradicted by a 
martial arts expert, who had no previous experience in testifying and 
whose testimony was based solely on OPINIONS. The fingerprints found 
on the knife ARE NOT THOSE OF MICHAEL MANNING.  No further 
investigation was conducted to ascertain the true identity of those 
fingerprints.    The Prosecution further contended that during Michael's 
struggle for his life he bent over his attacker, stabbed him in the chest 
and gouged a hole in his head.  Testimony was given by an eyewitness 
that throughout this struggle the accomplice to this attack was standing 
two feet behind Michael and was also in possession of a weapon which 
was identified as a bat or pipe type object. Inview of this testimony & the 
documented fact of Michael's disability the scenario painted by the 
Prosectuion is very difficult to imagine and quite absurd.   Testimony was 
given by the accomplice to this attack that they followed Michael into the 
gas station.  Testimony was also given by another eyewitness to this 
attack that Michael Manning was not the aggressor.  The accomplice to 
this attack was a friend & co-worker of the main attacker.  He is a well 
known drug dealer in the area and well known to the Court of Monroe 
County, Pa.  Having previously lied in another police matter this 
accomplice is certified by the State as a "certified liar," however, he was 
allowed to "testify" at the trial of Michael Manning.    Moreover, at the time 
of this attack the accomplice was on parole.  Michael Manning's race and 
color played a major and very negative role with his jury, which was "hand 
picked," as it was a jury composed completely of "non-peers,"  who 
tended to believe all black men are violent and unbelievable. On 
September 15, 1998, Michael Manning was unjustly and very dishonestly 
convicted of third degree murder.   A conviction that is TOTALLY AND 
ABSOLUTELY "UNSUPPORTED" BY ANY FACTS, EVIDENCE OR 
TESTIMONIES HEARD AT THIS TRIAL.    On November 13, 1998, 
Michael Manning was unjustly sentenced  to a prison term of 12-30 years 
for a crime he absolutely did not commit. This conviction was appealed at 
the Superior Court of Pennsylvania by Attorney Vito.  On 8/10/99, Michael 
Manning's appeal was denied.  In reading the Denial Letter it is curious to 
see that the issues beneficial to the defense of Michael Manning were 
"papered over."  Attorney Vito appealed to the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania.   On 12/30/99, Michael appeal was denied.  
         PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME COURT CASE LAWS  STATE:
( 1 )  "If the person is not the initial aggressor he has no duty to retreat 
and has 
       the right to mount a defense that will hopefully preserve his life."
( 2 )  "It is the assailant, not the victim, who picks the time, place and 
circumstances 
       of the attack."  
Michael Manning is the "true victim" of this attack.  He is the one that was 
followed,
and endured a life threatening knife attack.   It is curious to wonder
  HOW DID THE "VICTIM" BECOME THE "CRIMINAL"???????
Racial prejudice is still surrounding this case.  It has been brought to our 
attention that at an unrelated proceeding, where the defendant, another 
black man claimed self defense, Judge Vican made a racial remark and 
invoked the name of Michael Manning.  In part, Judge Vican's racial 
remark was: "I SUSPECT THIS GOES BACK TO THE CULTURAL 
THING."  He then invoked Michael Manning's name and spoke of the 
case.   In speaking of Judge Vican it is noteworthy to mention that he also 
suffers with a disability as he walks with a decided limp.   Moreover, his 
wife is a well known, local physical therapist.  Inview of these facts it is 
difficult to believe Judge Vican would not be aware of the limitations and 
severity of Michael's disability.  During this trial Michael was requested by 
his attorney to demonstrate his walking ability to the court.  At this time 
derogatory remarks were made by the D.A. concerning Michael's 
disability.  
Inview of the GROSS TRAVESTY OF JUSTICE Michael Manning as well 
as his entire family is enduring, we have and are continuing to contact all 
organizations, agencies, etc., whose concerns lie in civil/human & 
constitutional rights, medical/physical issues, wrongful convictions as well 
as prosecutorial/judicial misconduct to bring much needed exposure to 
this BLATANT MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE...   Reverend Jesse 
Jackson's organization - Rainbow Push Coalition is aware and involved in 
this case.  A letter of support was submitted to the Honorable Tom Ridge 
concerning this matter. 
A website has been established which tells of the unfortunate plight 
Michael Manning is enduring.   It can be viewed at: 
   http://michaelmanning.homestead.com/index.html  This site hosts the 
newspaper articles concerning the trial, a poll and online petition which 
can be viewed & signed.            
This website is also linked to many organizations, such as: 
Truth In Justice, International Bannister Foundation, writeAwrong, Jeff 
Dicks Medical Coalition, The Injustice Line, The Black World Today, 
Pennsylvania Prison Society, Prison Network News, Citizens United 
Against the Death Penalty (wrongful convictions section),  as well as 
numerous other organizations.
UPDATE:  On August 10, 2000, a Post Conviction Relief 
Petition was initiated by Attorneys Thomas Sundmaker & Jeffrey 
Velander.  In October, 2000, the attorneys met with Judge Vican to 
request that he recuse himself from the case.  Judge Vican honored this 
request.  Judge Peter O'Brien will now be the presiding judge.  An 
Evidentiary Hearing is sceduled for April 5, 2001.
Prior to the Hearing Attorneys Velander & Sundmaker informed us that it 
was their opinion that the conviction would not be overturned in this 
county.  Judge Peter O'Brien presided over the Evidentiary Hearing of 
April 5, 2001.  Witnessing the Hearing it was our consensus that the 
Hearing went favorably for Michael as Judge O'Brien overruled every 
objection raised by the Prosecution.  On May 22, 2001,  Judge O'Brien 
handed down his decision  denying Michael his relief. We will now appeal 
this decision at the Superior Court of Pennsylvania. 
For additional information I am attaching a copy of the most recent article 
that appeared in our local newspaper (The Pocono Record) on May 26, 
2001, that speaks of Michael's denial.  Michael's case will be the topic of 
discussion on a Danish television program "Domino"/ "TV-
bandvaerkstedet" This program aired in Denmark on June 14, 2001.   
More recently, Leroy Moore, Founder & Executive Director of Disability 
Advocates Minority Organization, based in San Francisco, 
California viewed Michael's website & became involved. An article 
concerning Michael's case appeared in the September 5, 2001, issue of 
San Francisco Bay View weekly newspaper.  This article can be viewed 
online at DAMO's website:
http://www.poormagazine.org/  In the "Illin & Chillin" section, under the 
subheading "Fighting to stay alive."  More recently Leroy Moore asked 
Michael to write him & give his thoughts & feelings about the injustice 
he's enduring.  Michael's letter can be read at the above website under 
the heading "God bless you my brother."  
  
Michael Manning is yet another young, decent, law abiding, black male 
who has most definitely been RAILROADED.   If you wish to discuss this 
matter further please do not hesitate to contact:   Attorney Salvatore Vito.  
He can be reached at:
570-424-8890 or by mail at:      45 North Seventh Street
                                               Stroudsburg, Pa. 18360
I can be contacted by email at:  http://us.f118.mail.yahoo.com/ym/
Compose?To=mannfam@pnpa.net 
It is ironical that a travesty of justice such as this is taking place in the 
historical state of Pennsylvania, birthplace of our AMERICAN 
DEMOCRACY.  A man defended his life and he is the one that is now 
being unjustly punished for a crime he absolutely did not commit.   If this 
is what the American Judicial System has come to then I respectfully say 
God bless everyone because a situation such as the one Michael 
Manning encountered could happen to any one of us at any given time. 
Thanking you in advance for any considerations given this urgent request 
for support and/or assistance in this BLATANT TRAVESTY OF JUSTICE 
MICHAEL MANNING IS ENDURING.     May God richly bless each & 
everyone that reads this letter.                                        
Sincerely yours,
Mrs. Diane C. Manning,
Mother of Michael 

 

Site last updated on:
September 24, 2002

The Court order is a 14 page 
document that you can 
access here using each 

corresponding icon. 
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... More options to be added soon. In the 
meantime please use the links on the main 
page to access the message board, send 
other email or participate in the web polls. 
We'd love to hear your comments so be 
sure to visit the guestbook while you're 
here. 
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Defense argues for self-defense in 
murder trial 

By KEVIN KINGSBURY
Pocono Record Writer
kkingsbury@poconorecord.com 

STROUDSBURG — Michael Manning was either dead set on killing Harry 
Burley Jr. on June 16, 1997 or he was trying to save his own life. 

That is the question jurors will have to decide in the murder trial of 
Manning, a 27-year-old Swiftwater man accused of killing Burley at 
Muldoon's Sunoco on Route 611 in Scotrun. 

Monroe County District Attorney Mark Pazuhanich told the jury in his 
opening statement Tuesday morning that "the last few minutes of (Burley's) 
life were his most unpleasant ones." 

Burley, Pazuhanich noted, was slashed on the head, gouging his skull, then 
stabbed in the heart. 

Defense attorney Sal Vito said the death was the result of "pride, envy and 
wrath — three of the seven deadly sins. This isn't a case of first-degree 
murder. This is self-defense, pure and simple. ... This was a fight for Michael 
Manning's life." 

He told the nine-woman, three-man jury that Burley had threatened 
Manning's life in the days before Burley's death. Vito outlined Burley's 
behavior, which he called "strange." 

That included Burley telling girlfriend Donna Singleton, Manning's sister, 
that she could only speak to him — Burley — and constantly following her 
around when she left the home they were sharing. 

Manning, who Vito said suffered a severe back injury several years ago at 
work and walked Tuesday with a cane, was charged in early November, 
almost 4½ months after the incident. He is out on $20,000 bail. 

According to testimony, Manning pulled into the gas station at about 9:20 p.
m., and a sport utility vehicle pulled in behind him seconds later. Manning 
and Burley, who was a passenger in the second vehicle, then got into an 
argument with Manning. 

Pazuhanich said witnesses would show Manning chased Burley around the 
vehicle Burley came in; Vito said Burley chased Manning. 

Pazuhanich also noted the statement Manning gave police the night of the 
incident. He said Manning told police Burley came at him with a knife and 
grabbed it away. 

"I don't think I cut him," Pazuhanich said Manning told police at the time. 
The D.A. also said Manning told investigators he didn't see any blood and 
that maybe Burley stabbed himself while they were grappling over the knife. 

Manning was cut twice on one of his hands. "Is it more likely that Mr. 
Manning cut himself or that Mr. Burley plunged a knife into his chest," 
Pazuhanich rhetorically asked the jury. 

Tyrone Bass, 30, drove the car Burley was in. He testified Manning passed 
his vehicle while traveling on Route 611 about a half-mile from Muldoon's. 

Noting that Burley told him several days ago that Manning pulled a gun on 
him, Bass testified Burley asked him to pull into the gas station after 
Manning did. Bass said Burley and Singleton had talked several times since 
that threat, and she said her brother wouldn't do anything to Burley. 

"I wouldn't have stopped if I knew things could've been violent," Bass said, 
adding Burley was in a happy mood from a talk earlier that evening with 
Singleton. 

Bass said he didn't see much after Burley and Manning got out of the 
vehicles because he sat back and turned up the stereo. He did testify to 
seeing the two come around the driver's side of his vehicle and Manning 
holding a knife. 

At first, Bass didn't tell police who did it because he was out on parole and 
didn't want to get involved. "I wanted Harry to tell them what happened," he 
said. But Burley was pronounced dead at Lehigh Valley Hospital Center, and 
Bass gave police Manning's name the next day. 

Bass pleaded guilty last October to making false statements to police in a 
separate case. Because of that, Vito told the jury during his opening 
statement, Bass was "a certified liar." 

Station attendant Brian Slotten said it appeared Manning was chasing Burley 
but noted he was also pre-occupied with dealing with customer Shauzab 
Labha, 28, of Old Tappan, N.J. Slotten said Labha, a financial planner, was 
getting increasing emotional as the fighting outside escalated. 

Slotten testified that Manning and Burley wrestled and punched each other 
for nearly two minutes before he heard a thump at the door. That was Burley 
hitting the window after he was stabbed. Slotten then saw a knife in 
Manning's hand. 

Vito had Slotten point out that other witnesses testified the two cars were in 
positions different from where Slotten said they were. Vito described Slotten 
during opening statements as someone who "changed his story two or three 
times." 

Pathologist Sara Funke, who did Burley's autopsy, said the fatal chest wound 
and the one atop Burley's head were not accidental. The head wound caused 
a small divot to the skull, Funke said. She added the knife went between two 
ribs to reach Burley's heart. 

The folding knife was found in Manning's vehicle. The blade is 5½ inches 
long. 

The prosecution will resume its case this morning. The trial is expected to 
last at least until Thursday. 
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Accused murderer says it was self-defense 
By KEVIN KINGSBURY
Pocono Record Writer
kkingsbury@poconorecord.com 

STROUDSBURG — The Swiftwater man accused of killing his step-sister's boyfriend 
at a Scotrun gas station last year said he stabbed the man in self-defense. 

Michael Manning, 28, testified at his murder trial Monday that Harry Burley Jr., 30, of 
Emerald Lakes, was attacking him with a knife when Manning took the knife from 
him. Manning does not remember actually stabbing Burley, he said. 

Burley died of stab wounds later that day, June 16, at the hospital. 

At one point, Manning broke down in court crying, "Do you think I wanted this to 
happen? I pray every night for his soul and his family. I'm not this kind of person." 

The jury was told by Judge Ronald Vican to disregard those comments. 

Manning recounted the events surrounding the stabbing. 

Manning said he left his home around 9 p.m. to pick up his mother from work at 
Outdoor World. 

Manning was heading south on Route 611 when he saw a vehicle he thought might 
belong to Tyrone Bass, a friend of Burley's. 

Manning pulled alongside the car and saw Bass and Burley in the car. Manning said 
Burley was pointing and making hand gestures, like fists. 

Manning pulled into Muldoon's Sunoco, something he had planned to do before 
leaving his home, he said. 

Manning testified he got out of the car, grabbed the gas pump and heard Burley say, 
"Where are you going to run" and "I'm gonna kill you." He looked and saw Burley two 
feet away from him holding a knife. 

Manning said Burley took a swipe at him with the knife and Manning put his left hand 
up to block it. The knife caught two of his fingers. Burley then punched him, Manning 
said, before grabbing the collar of his shirt. 

The two tussled for as long as two minutes as Manning tried to get into the station's 
store, Manning said. Burley raised the knife with his left hand and Manning grabbed 
Burley's wrist. 

Manning said he punched Burley in the face with his other hand, which loosened 
Burley's grip on the knife. Manning grabbed the knife, which has a 5½-inch blade. 

Manning backed away, pointing the knife at Burley to ward him off, Manning told the 
court. Burley grabbed at Manning's legs but tripped and fell while still holding on to 
Manning's legs. 

Manning kicked him several times to get Burley to release him and when he did, 
Manning saw Bass holding what looked to him like a club or a bat, Manning testified. 

Manning turned around, went to his vehicle and drove off. He did not remember 
stabbing Burley, he said. Burley was stabbed in the heart and on top of his head. 

Before getting to Outdoor World, Manning stopped at Eats and Sweets "because I felt I 
was going to throw up," he testified. 

Monroe County District Attorney Mark Pazuhanich noted that despite Manning's claim 
that he couldn't remember the stabbing, he had been lucid enough to pick up his cane, 
which he had dropped when Burley approached him. Manning uses a cane to help him 
walk. His gait is hampered by a lower back injury and nerve damage. 

Manning's mother, Diane, testified before him on Monday. 

During cross examination, Diane Manning either denied or didn't remember making 
some statements which appear in the case's police report. 

They include telling Pocono Township Det. Tom Lynot that Michael Manning told her 
he hurt Burley. 

Denise Lundy, a former co-worker of Bass, said he told her after the stabbing that he 
and Burley went to the gas station to buy cigarettes. She also said Bass told her that he 
didn't see much of what happened.. 

Bass testified he saw Manning and Burley run along the front left corner of his vehicle 
and saw Manning with a knife as he and Burley stood in front of the headlights. 

Closing statements by both sides will be given starting at 9:30 a.m. today. ( 
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Experts disagree on how suspect received 
wounds 
By KEVIN KINGSBURY
Pocono Record Writer
kkingsbury@poconorecord.com 

STROUDSBURG — Two experts gave conflicting testimony as to the nature of the 
cuts on murder suspect Michael Manning's hand on Thursday, the third day of his trial. 

Manning, of Swiftwater, is accused of the stabbing death of Harry Burley Jr. at 
Muldoon's Sunoco in Scotrun on June 16, 1997. 

Dr. Isidore Mihalakis said the wound on Manning's left hand indicated a defensive 
wound because it is rarely the case that anyone cut with a knife during a fight is the 
aggressor. 

"Cuts on a hand are presumed defensive unless proven otherwise," he said. 

But Mihalakis, a pathologist from Allentown, said during cross examination by 
Monroe County District Attorney Mark Pazuhanich that is was possible that the wound 
could have been either accidentally or intentionally self-inflicted. 

Jack Leonard, a martial arts and self-defense expert from Pittsburgh, disagreed with 
Mihalakis' findings and said it was much more likely the cuts on top of Manning's hand 
were self inflicted, either by accident or on purpose. 

Leonard, a witness called by prosecutor Pazuhanich after Mihalakis testified for the 
defense, came up with five ways Manning could have cut himself. 

Demonstrating with a plastic knife, Leonard said Manning could have cut himself 
while stabbing Burley or could have been cut during a struggle over the knife. 

During cross examination by defense attorney Sal Vito, Leonard said he has never seen 
a person get defensive wounds from a stabbing by putting the backs of their hands out 
to block a knife instead of the palms being shown to the assailant. 

The other high-profile witness who testified Thursday was Donna Singleton, 
Manning's half-sister and Burley's girlfriend, who appeared for the prosecution. 

Singleton painted a different picture of Manning, 28, than that which has been 
described by other family members, friends and former co-workers who have testified 
in his defense during the last two days. 

Until Singleton testified, Manning was described as a caring man who was always 
level-headed and even-tempered. 

Singleton said her relationship with Burley, 30, was fine but her family, including 
Manning, wanted the relationship to end. On one occasion Manning called Singleton a 
"stupid bitch" for taking a call from Burley, she testified. 

Singleton said Manning was going to "f—- her up" and do the same to Burley the next 
time he saw him. She also said her half-brother was very aggressive and Burley wasn't, 
the opposite of what defense witnesses said. 

Singleton also contradicted the testimony Wednesday of a nephew who said he saw 
Burley and Singleton arguing in their Emerald Lakes home and Burley holding an ax. 
Singleton denied he ever had an ax near her. 

She added that the relationship with her family was strained to the point that they didn't 
tell her right away that Burley had died from the stab wound to his heart. 

Singleton also said she felt a gun in Manning's pocket two days before the stabbing, 
when Burley came to the Manning home during a graduation party. Burley arrived at 
the party at about 10 p.m. 

An argument took place after Burley shoved someone at the party and was told to 
leave, according to numerous witnesses.However, several people have testified that 
Singleton was drunk at the party. 

In other testimony, Shawn Foley, Manning's physical therapist, said his patient has a 
herniated disk in his back which has caused decreased range in motion and leg 
strength. He added Manning's legs can't support his weight, forcing him to walk with 
an awkward gait. 

Manning walks with a cane, although eyewitnesses at the gas station said they didn't 
see Manning with a cane the night of the stabbing. 

Cassandra Thomas, Manning's girlfriend for nine years, and sister Jacqueline Manning, 
both testified to Manning's "character traits of peacefulness and tranquillity" as well as 
his honesty. 

Both women said he helped support Singleton and Burley by giving them money and 
buying them things. "He did so much," Thomas said. "He was good to them all," she 
said, referring to Burley, Singleton and her three children. 

Eight character witnesses were called by Vito to primarily say they and others thought 
Manning was a good person as Vito attempts to portray Manning as someone who isn't 
prone to violence or lying. 

They are claiming the stabbing was in self-defense, and Manning is expected to 
personally make that case on Monday. There will be no court on Friday as county 
judges attend a state-mandated seminar in Allentown. 
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Lawyer wants murder charges dropped 
STROUDSBURG — The lawyer for a Swiftwater man charged in the stabbing death 
of a man outside a Scotrun gas station last June asked a Monroe County judge Friday 
to drop a first-degree murder charge from the case. 

Salvatore Vito, the Stroudsburg attorney representing Michael Manning, argued there 
is no evidence of premeditation or deliberate intent to kill Harry S. Burley, 30, of 
Jamaica, N.Y. 

Burley suffered a fatal stab wound during a fight outside Muldoon's Service Station 
last June 16. 

Burley was the boyfriend of Manning's sister. 

Vito argued that although the prosecution claims that Manning, 27, was chasing Burley 
around with a knife, the autopsy did not reveal any defensive wounds on Burley. 

Instead, he said, there is just one puncture wound, a wound that caused Burley's death. 

"I am not conceding there was manslaughter,'' Vito said. "I'm saying it was self-
defense.'' 

"It was two guys in a fight,'' he said. 

If Vito is successful in getting the first-degree murder charge dismissed, Manning 
would escape a possible life sentence. A first-degree murder conviction carries a life 
sentence without the possibility of parole. 

President Judge Ronald E. Vican is not expected to rule on the matter for several 
weeks. 

Vito said he does not expect the case to go to trial before September. 

Vito said Manning, who is free on $20,000 bail, is disabled and walks with a cane as a 
result of a back injury he suffered when crates fell on him when he was working in an 
envelope company in Mount Pocono. The accident happened before the stabbing, he 
said. 
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Witnesses: Victim threatened his killer 
By KEVIN KINGSBURY
Pocono Record Writer
kkingsbury@poconorecord.com 

STROUDSBURG — The defense for murder suspect Michael Manning opened its 
case Wednesday afternoon with testimony that the late Harry Burley Jr. threatened to 
harm or kill members of the Manning family on several occasions. 

Manning, of Swiftwater, is accused of the stabbing murder of Burley at Muldoon's 
Sunoco in Scotrun on June 16, 1997. The defense is claiming it was self-defense. 

Manning's father, Vincent, said Burley and he had a short verbal exchange at Vincent 
Manning's home two days before Burley's death. Burley told the elder Manning to tell 
his son that "It's on." Manning testified he took that to mean Burley was going to try 
and get his son. 

Michael Manning's nephew, Derek Parker, said he spent a night at the Emerald Lakes 
home of Manning's sister, who was living with Burley at the time. 

Parker said he heard a "commotion" upstairs and went to check it out. He saw Burley 
with an ax in his hand, but Burley put it down when Parker appeared. Parker testified 
Burley then said he'd kill Parker's family. 

Monroe County District Attorney Mark Pazuhanich finished his nearly 1½-day case in 
the early afternoon with the testimony of Pocono Township Police Detective Tom 
Lynot. 

Lynot interviewed Michael Manning twice in the early morning hours of June 17 and 
gave the following synopsis to the jury: 

Manning was going to Outdoor World at about 9 p.m. to pick up his mother from work 
when he got behind the vehicle of Tyrone Bass on Route 611 the night of Burley's 
death. Burley was a passenger in Bass' vehicle. 

Manning told Lynot that he passed Bass' vehicle and Burley put up his fist. He then 
pulled into Muldoon's, and Bass pulled in behind. Burley then got out, said, "I've got 
you now," and attacked Manning with a knife. Manning put up his left hand to block a 
slash and was cut. 

Lynot testified that Manning told him that he struggled with Burley and was able to get 
the knife away. Burley then grabbed Manning's shirt before he tripped on the step 
leading to the gas station's convenience store. 

Burley grabbed Manning's legs and Manning kicked Burley several times so he would 
let go. He was then approached by Bass, who, Manning said, had something in his 
hand that looked like a club. Bass threatened to kill Manning, so he went to his vehicle 
and drove off. 

Lynot said during cross examination by defense attorney Sal Vito that Manning said 
whatever happened to Burley was in self-defense. 

Lynot's testimony followed those of five other police officers, three from Pocono 
Township and two from the Pennsylvania State Police. 

Pocono Township Patrolman Scott Kresge said they learned Manning might have been 
the other person involved in the stabbing from the station's owner, who recognized the 
vehicle Manning was in. 

They went to his parents' house, but he wasn't there. Police were then told soon after 
leaving that Manning had returned. 

Kresge said he talked with Manning for about five minutes and said Manning told him 
that he pushed the knife in the direction of Burley after getting it away from Burley. 
Manning then told Kresge that he threw the knife on the ground at the gas station 
before leaving. 

Kresge testified he then talked with Manning again shortly before midnight at Pocono 
Medical Center, where Manning was getting stitches for the cuts on his left hand. 
Kresge said Manning then told him he didn't know where the knife was and that it 
might be in his vehicle. 

A folding knife with a 5½-inch blade was found in the center console of the Ford 
Explorer Manning was driving. 

A fingerprint on the handle and on the blade was found, but Pennsylvania State Police 
Trooper Frank DeBallis said during his testimony he didn't know who the prints 
belonged to. 

Robert Toms of Tobyhanna pulled into the gas station as the confrontation between 
Burley and Manning took place. He testified seeing Burley in a boxing stance, possibly 
trying to defend himself. 

Toms later saw Manning with a knife in his right hand and blood dripping from it. 
Manning then went into his vehicle and drove off. 

Toms also testified that something was in Bass' hand when he saw him at the end of 
the incident. Neither Bass, nor any of the prosecution eyewitnesses who also testified 
on Tuesday, said Bass was holding anything during the incident. 

Four defense witnesses testified Wednesday, just a small portion of the potential 35 
witnesses who may testify. The proceedings will continue this morning before 
President Judge Ronald Vican. 
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Jury convicts man in Scotrun stabbing case 
By KEVIN KINGSBURY
Pocono Record Writer
kkingsbury@poconorecord.com 

STROUDSBURG — A Swiftwater man was convicted of third degree murder 
Tuesday night in the stabbing death of an Emerald Lakes man at a Scotrun gas station 
last year. 

Michael Manning, 28, stabbed and fatally wounded Harry Burley Jr., 30, following a 
confrontation at Muldoon's Sunoco. Manning was charged with homicide on Nov. 4 
despite claiming the stabbing was done in self defense. 

"We are very pleased with the verdict," said Monroe County District Attorney Mark 
Pazuhanich. "It's been the commonwealth's contention that this was murder, and the 
jury confirmed that." 

Manning faces a maximum of 40 years in prison. A date for sentencing was not set. 

After the verdict, Manning was taken to Monroe County Correctional Facility with his 
bail increased to $75,000 from $20,000. He had been free on bail until the verdict. 

Manning cried as the verdict was delivered. The jury deliberated for just under five 
hours. 

Judge Ronald Vican took more than an hour in the early afternoon instructing the jury. 
He defined self defense and told jurors when it is justified. 

Pazuhanich and defense attorney Sal Vito each gave hour-long closing statements in 
the morning. 

Vito was first and went through Pazuhanich's opening statement and witness list with 
the jurors, telling them Pazuhanich didn't do his job in convincing them of Manning's 
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Vito called prosecution witnesses Tyrone Bass and Donna Singleton liars. 

He said Bass, who drove Burley to Muldoon's after seeing Manning pull in, a "certified 
liar" for admitting in this case, as well as pleading guilty in a separate case, to making 
false reports to police. 

Bass testified seeing Manning chasing Burley around Bass' vehicle while he sat in it 
and that he wouldn't have stopped if he knew there was going to be trouble. 

"I submit that Mr. Bass knew what was going on, that Mr. Burley was going to attack 
Mr. Manning," Vito said. 

Vito contended Singleton, who is Manning's step-sister, "lied but I don't know if it was 
because she intended to or was too drunk to know what was going on." 

She testified that Manning had a gun on him two days before the stabbing when Burley 
got into an argument at the Manning home as a graduation party wrapped up. 

Pazuhanich countered in his statement that the defense case has been about 
"misdirection," especially with family, friends and former co-workers testifying to 
Manning's truthfulness, peacefulness and tranquility. He added that Bass and Singleton 
shouldn't be a main focus for the jurors. 

"There are three elements to murder," Pazuhanich said. "Is Harry Burley dead, is the 
defendant the man who killed him and did he do so with specific intent to kill? 

"There are three elements to self defense," he continued. "Is he blameless in the death, 
did he reasonably believe he had to kill Harry Burley to save his life and could he have 
retreated?" 

Vito said Burley came at Manning with the knife; Pazuhanich said otherwise, noting 
the eyewitness accounts of the chase. 

"There's only one reason Harry Burley would run," Pazuhanich said. "(Manning's) not 
a physical match for Harry Burley and a knife just might help him hold his own. Did 
Harry Burley need a knife?" 

Vito asked the jury, "Does it make sense to try and tackle someone chasing you with a 
knife," a reference to Burley grabbing Manning's legs at one point in the fight. 

Pazuhanich also raised the doubt of Manning being able to take the knife away from 
the 250-pound Burley as Manning testified he did. "It's unbelievable that an 
inexperienced, partially disabled person gets the knife away without any scratches," he 
said. 

Vito gave a new wrinkle on how Burley could've been stabbed in the chest. Manning 
testified that he grabbed Burley's left wrist with his right hand when Burley was trying 
to stab him. 

Vito suggested that maybe Manning was able to push Burley's hand 180 degrees so 
Burley may have ended up stabbing himself. Vito said forensic evidence showed that 
was a possibility. "The stab wound was why Michael Manning got the knife," he 
added. 

But Pazuhanich insisted Burley's stabbing was no accident. 

"There was a small cut in Harry Burley's back (and his shirt) consistent with a knife 
tip," he said. "The wound in the head cut to the bone and made a divot and (Manning) 
doesn't know how it got there. 

". . . He said he never saw blood while standing over (Burley)," Pazuhanich continued. 
"(Pathologist Dr. Sara Funke) said the bleeding from Burley's chest would have been 
extensive. . . . It's clear this did not happen the way he said it did." 

Pazuhanich also told the jurors to place greater credence on what Manning's family 
members said days after the stabbing than what they did on the witness stand. 

"You will get more objective answers before their son was charged with murder and 
that's what happening here," he said. "They trashed Harry Burley to high heaven." 

Pazuhanich said evidence of that includes no family member saying Burley ever 
threatened any of their lives, which they said did happen while on the witness stand. 

For example, none of those interviewed who were at the graduation party told police 
that Burley told Manning "It's on," which the defense said are fighting words. 

The only possible threat, Pazuhanich said, was Burley telling Manning's sister the day 
after the party that he and Manning will "handle this." 
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Murderer gets 12-30 years 
By JOE McDONALD
Pocono Record Writer
jmcdonald@poconorecord.com 

STROUDSBURG — A Monroe County judge sentenced a Swiftwater man Friday to 
12 to 30 years in state prison for stabbing to death his sister's boyfriend during a fight 
outside a Scotrun gas station. 

Michael Manning collapsed on the floor after President Judge Ronald E. Vican handed 
down the sentence, and family members shrieked. 

Manning, 29, was taken out of the courtroom on an ambulance gurney. He had cried 
throughout much of the hearing. 

A Monroe County jury convicted Manning of third-degree murder on Sept. 15, 
rejecting his claim that he stabbed Harry Burley Jr. in the heart in self-defense. 

Burley was killed on June 16, 1997 during an argument with Manning at Muldoon's 
Sunoco Service Station on Route 611 in Pocono Township. 

Manning wept as he told Vican he did not intend to murder Burley. 

"I'm begging you, please,'' Manning said to Vican. "I did not murder him.'' 

District Attorney Mark Pazuhanich said he found it offensive that Manning was 
"begging for help.'' 

Pazuhanich told Vican that Manning took out a "divot'' of bone from Burley's skull 
with a knife, stabbed him in the heart, and then kicked him in the head. 

Manning, who once broke down and cried on the witness stand, testified at his trial that 
Burley was the aggressor and that he, Manning, managed to disarm Burley. 
Pazuhanich said Manning chased Burley around the gas station with a knife before 
killing him. 

Vican called Manning's version of events preposterous. 

Manning told police he was unaware that he had stabbed Burley that day at the gas 
station. 

"You took a piece of bone out of his skull like a divot on a golf course,'' Vican said. 
"There was no way you could not have known that.'' 

Even if Burley was the aggressor, Vican said, Manning was obligated under law to do 
everything possible to get away from Burley before he stabbed him "in self-defense.'' 

Vican also noted that the knife was found in Manning's car. 

Manning, who is on disability and walks with a cane, lived at home with his parents. 

Later in the day, Pazuhanich said Manning had suffered an "anxiety attack'' in court 
and had been released from the hospital and taken to jail. 
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Appeal denied in local killing 
By JOE McDONALD
Pocono Record Writer
jmcdonald@poconorecord.com 

STROUDSBURG — A Swiftwater man sentenced to 12 to 30 years in jail for fatally 
stabbing another man in the heart and then kicking him in the head has lost his appeal 
before the state Superior Court. 

In a 13-page opinion, the court affirmed the sentence Monroe County President Judge 
Ronald E. Vican imposed on Michael Manning for the third-degree murder of Harry 
Burley Jr. on June 16, 1997, at Muldoon's Sunoco on Route 611 in Scotrun. 

Last Sept-ember, a Monroe County jury of nine women and three men convicted Man-
ning, rejecting arguments the stabbing was in self-defense. 

The appeal filed by Manning's lawyer, attorney Sal Vito of Stroudsburg, claimed Vican 
"abused his discretion'' and "assumed a prosecutorial role'' at the trial. 

Vito also argued the sentence Vican gave Manning was "manifestly excessive.'' 

The court disagreed, saying in an opinion filed Tuesday that Vican gave "tremendous 
leeway'' in allowing Manning to present his case. 

Vito also argued a mistrial should have been declared during closing arguments when 
District Attorney Mark Pazuhanich said, "Ask yourselves right now, has the defense 
given you a coherent theory as to how this happened and why? 

"And the answer is no,'' he said. 

Vito claimed that remark shifted the prosecution's burden of proving its case on to the 
defense. 

The court disagreed, saying it was appropriate in light of the fact that Manning was 
claiming his actions were in self-defense. 

The court said a prosecutor can argue that the facts, evidence and testimony do not 
support a theory of self-defense and that such a theory is not a coherent defense. 

As for the sentence, the court said Manning's sentence was not excessive because a 
third-degree murder conviction carries a possible 40-year jail term. 
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