"NUT" GAYS HE LIED
INACCUSING LOOMI
OF SLAYING WONIAN

After Three Years in Jail,
Innocent Man Is Set
Free

Testimony of Insane Friend
Sent Him to Shadow of
Electric Chairs

From &_tafl Correapondent.

EASTOYN, Pa., Jupe 17—l would
never allow a man to be convicted of
murder on the testimony of a con-
fessed liar. Gentlemen of the jurs. I
think xou should declare # verdiet of
not guilty. and 1 sn order.”

TLike a thunderbolt from a clear sky
came this unexpected decision today by
Precident Judge Russelt C. Stewart,
tuking the case of Iobert Loomis from
the hand. of the jury and freeing the
man who twice hefore had been con-
victed of the murder of Dertha
Myers,

Thus ends’ the most peculiar rase
in the judieinl histors of the State.
*Cowboy Foh™ Loomis, ordered to be
elevtrocuted in Reptember, 1018, and
convicted of second degree murdcr two
years later, had sentence staved both
times by a reversal by the State Su-
premme Court. Both previous seatences
bad been_hased on the testimony of
Charles Shrope, known as “the nut,”
who was adjudged insane after he had
told of having been with Loomis in the
Myers house on the night of the mur-
der, May 3, 1918.

All these prior bappenings bot worked
up to the grand dimax of today, when
Shrope, considered hy alienists as com-
petent to tell the truth under oath,
cowpletely reversed his former test-
mony nod swore that he and Loomis
were never near the scene of the mur-
der on the fatal night

*It's a Lie,” Shrope Declares

“It'a & lin"* he declared this mornicg
on the witnrsa stand in answer to re-
prated questions put by T. McKeen
Chidsey, district attorney, as to what
orcurred on_the night of the murder.
Completely did he contradict his testi-
mony at former trials. as had hren ex-
nected, hence the words of Judge
Stewart. who turned te the jury after
an hour's deliberation with both sides
as to whether further cross-ezamipa-
tion ~hould be permitted.

Judze Stewart started to ezplaln
the difficultics of the cuse to the tales-
men, snd everybndy in the courtroom
eat back and waited for the testimony
to procesd when he should have fin-
ished. But suddenly a gaszp of aston-
ishment arose from the apectators,
for the court raised its voice and Jeaned
tonards the tnclve good men snd troe:
hrope is a confersed liar,” he said.
*He hax <aid so himself. 1 dnn't know
which time he lied. Even though I
may bave personal feelings about the
case. 1 would never allaw a man to he
convicted where the whole case de-
Fends on the testimony of .a man who
‘IP(L A wmurder trinl ia a serious mat-
e

r.
“No one here saw Loomis and
Shrope_together at the Myers house.
The district uttorney has veey ably
presented his views which. to hie mind,
would support the submission of this
ease to sou. Gentlemen of the jury,
I yegret that I have to assame the re-
sponsibility.”

Then he ordered s verdict of “not
guills” to be returned.

Before the jury could be paneled,
persons in the courtroom surged for-
ward to grasp Loomis by the hand. He
looked as though he could hardly be-
lieve it himself. Judge Stewart rapped
for order and the formal declaration
of *pot guilty” on the charge of sec
ond degree murder was made by the
Jury foreman,

Loomis’ demonstration by his friends
only ended wlien he remembered = im-
portant duty he hsd to perform.

“I'm going out and get a real square
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“Nut” Says He Lied
in Accusing Loomis
of Slaylng Woman

c:nlinurl From Fl}sl P{cn

.3\

meal,” he ‘foldshis connddl, Rébert 4L
Stotz, Tormer xmm‘t & Qorne}‘. .‘ﬂf
- *“\Vhat are ynu gom to‘douthen?‘
fe wag ashed™¥

*“Haven't -uny idea.: rephed “Bo‘u.
“I'l, be around here a few d
want to ron down to Phlludelphm to
see gz little life. Remember, I've been
confined for three years.”

Loomis has no prison pallor and a
few days In the open will restore him
to the same henlthy tan that he kald
when be broke wild horses for the army
durivg the early patr of the war,

thope was not sa .Jjobilant, for he
was kept under charge of oo attendant
and was< returned to Farview Hospi-
tal for the insane for further ohserva-
tion. Ile was committed to that insti-
tution in September, 1919, hns msamty

‘which ineluded Easton in its mnerm-y.
lertha Myers, who was ered
and robbed on May 3, 1018, ls :md to

have borne none too 5ond a reputation
in the neighborhood. It was on_the
testimony of Shrope alone that Loomis
was connected with the murder and
arrested 8 few weeks later in Cohoes,
He maintained Lis inrocence,
but submitted to his_apparent fate
throughnut all the triale, o Septem-
he was sentenced to die, but
the Governor granted a stay of execu-
tion and the Supreme Court rcversed
the opinion because of errors, ordering
© new triel.

At the sceond trial, in Septﬂnber of
last year, he was given 19 years’ xoli-
tary confinement on a rcecond degree
verdict, and this, too, was sct aside be-
cause of the alleged insamity of the
Commonweslth's  priocipal  witness,

rope.
¥ OII)H' other witnesses whose terti-
mony nt former trials served to cor-
roborate in some details and contradict
in others the damning evidence of “the
nut,” could not be fonnd for tbis last
!nal but their sworn etatemments {rom
notes of the other trials were read and
entered jn_evideoce. Thus the case,
unprecedented in the anbnly of justice.
closed and “cowboy” Loowis is free,

having been
praecox of the chronic tme‘ Dr, Wil-
liam Lynch, superintendent, testified
yesterday that “the nut” gained 60
pounds while there and showed mar&ed
lmprovement.

Asked Sf he considered ihmp com-
retent to testify, Dr. Lynch said “yes.”
Dr. B, L opp, euperintendent of
the State  Hospital at Rittersville,
where the star witnesf has becn held
sinee the trial began, corroborated this
opinion and Shrope took the ttand

alter nodding to Loomis gnd smiling.
The Ereeting was returned. .

Judge Questions “The Nuot”

Judze Stewart., apparently nat con-
tent with the opinion of physicians,
ashed Rhrope a number of simple ques.
tiona snch as oue would put to a chlld
in the second grade, making up a eort
of intelligence examidarion. and satis?
fying himeelf that Shrope could under-
~tand questions snd apswer them cor-
rectly.  Then 1be witgess was sworn
and rade bis abeolute.contradiction of
testimony given at the previous trials,

When the District Attorney atternpt-
rd to trip him up’ ahd invelve him In
leading questions, “T.oomis' counsel cb-
jected. and finally, the objection was
ustained. Thenfbllowed arsument as
to the value of the teshmony, and the

Stewart in turning to the jury and tak-
Mg the caee out of it hands
Stotz. loomis" attorney, said after
the trial that he bad a trump card up
lis sleeve in ease Shrope did not clur

Loamﬂ
“Qnly last pight we fpund a girl who
had been out with Lgomis nn the night
of the murder, heré in Faston. We
sobpoenaed her and she was rea
zive Shrope the lie if he said thit
Loomis was with him ot the Mryers
house, Sbe met the cowboy at 1230
that night in front of his hotel after
1he carnival, just tbe time when Qhrnp«.
said Loomis was with tum. 1 dida't
lnow of any such appom(menb unb}
it

Husband in Hiding
Shoots Woman as
Children Look On

Continued From First Page

for n hearing at the Central Stntmn
this morning.

The tragedy wat 2 culmination of a
war romance which began in the au-
fomn of 1017, when Benjamin an eler
trician in the Davy, met Miss Matilda
Hansehl, according to information ob-
tained by the police from her pareats
at the Twenty-second street sildress.
They were married in December of
that yeur. and after the war, whea the
husband was released from the serv-
jce. they began lonsekreping.

Charles Hanschl, a brother of the
wonnded wife. said last night that
Benjamin and his wife had dxﬂ'er‘ences
because of the inahliity to retain his
positions, and that she ﬁnallv Jeft him
a year ago, to return to her parent's
hame, ;he t]z}ﬂamed cemployment to
support herself.

?)nunn" the past two weeks, Ben-
jamin either walked up and down in
front of the house, ar rede past an a
bityele. The girl and her family
theught that he wanted to affect a
reconciliation. but he made no effort
to enter the house. They were thers.
fore puzzled over his aclion. but finally
attributed it to bashfuloese, believing
that he wanted to ssa hig wife, but was

to | gxhamed to enter the Louse.

John Graham. of 1849 Naorth Twen-
ty-second rtreet, who hnew Renjamin
as the busband of bis neighbor, did
not suspect 3 foul motive when he saw
him erouecbing_behind the step, When
the shot was fired, he we= ton astound-
ed to move far a moment, but recov-

Joomis happ 10 mber the
Just the other day.”

Ro Shrope’s former testimony that he
raw Loomis bind, gaz and strangle the
Myers woman in her houce on WWest
Sonth street and then rifle the black tin
box, in which she kept her money, was
given the lie, not only by himself, bat
by other witnesses. Laomis' employer,
lichardson, menager of the carnival
then Fliowing in this «ity. bad previously
sworn thut at come time between 11.30
and 1 o'clock, the supposed time of the
murder, Loamis was with him and hiw
gif{e at tbe Faston Hotel or Smith's

afe,

Cowboy's Adventurons Career

“Bob” Lovmis' career has been one
of adventure from bayhood. He waa
born in Kentucky and when about eight
years old wuas taken to Oklohoma hy
hix parente. He grew up on m ran
and sfter the death of bis motber he
was @ raoch hand, Soon after 1914 he
broke horses which were sold to the Al
lies, and when the Y nited States began
to prepar for war Loomis went to
Plattsbure, to train mounts for officers,
~ He enlisted in the Natinnal Guard
and was on the Mexican border for rev-
en months, Then he was sent to Camp
Greene, where he developed bronchitis
and was dircharged early 1o 19185, be-
canse of disability. It was near Camp
Greene that he met Ricbardson, who
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