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Polk County Judge Edward Mﬂl
my_rmuﬂuhudhﬂll’mhdm
Tuesday, mmpl—oﬂhdt
and a 19-year
nunmmmbnnuumdwmin
for the defendant in the courtroom.
The 19-year-old, Jeffrey Streeter of
Hum(‘lty‘w--hdby ense
to sit in the courtroom where the defendant

inlbaudhm Lo see ifmmld
muryw.mtm

The courtroom tactic was successful —
too successful. Strecter, the i . apent
18 hours in the Polk County jai because the
witnesses identified him as the man who com-
mitted assault.

THREADGILL, who knew nothing of
the charade beforehand, found Streeter
millir and sent him to jail.

On Wednesday, Threadgill decided he

Wrong man

from 1-B

The judge put & man in jail he knew
was not the defendant,” said Dawson

Dawson said he beckoned Anderson to
the rail and protested that this man was
the real defendant, but the judge wouldn't
let Anderson talk. Threadgill told the de
fense attorney and Anderson that he
wanted to hear what Streeter the impos
tor, had to say

After that, Dawson said, “The judge in
effect said that whatever vour (Streeter’s)
name 5. | find vou guilty ™

DAWSON said the conviction proves
that he was nght in questioning the relia
hility of the witnesses He said the tactics
he used have been used successfully else
where

Morrow Bennet, director of the Polk
County court division, which provides

prosecutors for misdemeanor cases, disa
grees with Dawsan about the ethies of us
ing such tactics

‘Apparently. Mr Dawson just had a
great deal of fun doing what he did. My
own view is that very few members of the
bar would have done that,” Bennet said

Bennet samid Dawson should have
brought in a lineup of possible defendants
rather than just one, hut he confirmed
that Dawson did nothing illegal

Threadgill said there s no way he could

have known that he was making a drastic
mistake

“1 wasn't shucked when he (Streeter)
got up on the stand and said he wasn't the
real person. That's what 99 percent of
them do,” Threadgill said

Threadgill said he had second
thoughts because of all the “hullaballoo™
Monday. On Tuesday, he decided Stree
ter is who he said he s and released hum
on his own recogmizance. He said he ex
pects to dumln thr \Mdlﬂ

mduldbcwﬂldhnhnllnmﬂctimm.
day or so.

The bizarre case of mistaken identity had
everyone blaming someone else. The defense
attorney charged that the judge intentionally
put the wrong person in jail. A state prosecu-

tor, in tlml accused the def
o iy defense lawyer of
mmumtmm..mmm

jury trial of Lee Anderson, charged
with assault, battery and r-hun. arrest.

STREETER SAID Dawson told him,
w"'ﬂmpinhm.ywlin‘lmny

'rong man convicted after sitting in for defehdant

1 wanted to leave but I couldn't, so | just sat
there "

See WRONG MAN, 10-8
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An 18-year-old Haines City man spent about 18 hours in
jail after he agreed to do a “favor” yesterday for a Tampa
attorney.

mm-uﬂ—dh—&nMO_yE
about § a.m. today after a bizarre case of
identity during a nonjury Bartow trial. He was convicted of
another man's charge when he sat in a courtroom next to
sttorney Warren Dawson, who says “justice got off track
somewhere” in the case.

m-ua-—mu-.ﬂuu b
28-year-old brother Arthur, according to his mother
Streeter. Arthur was to be sentenced on a robbery charge.
Arthur was sentenced to probation and went home — but

Jeffrey did not. 2
*“] sent Jeff down there with the car to Arthur
back,” said Mrs. Streeter. “While Jeff was there, some
ﬂoh‘ﬂo--ﬂn-ﬂh.m Then

tb-. Lee Marvin
P e e B
uﬂﬂ“w&dm&hdﬁdwn

Dewson said today he planned a “trial tactic™ to prove
witnesses could not identify the true

they
r:hh (Anderson), and my theory proved correct,”

During the trial, three prosecution witnesses identified
Streeter as the who committed Anderson’s
, the charges of and

and sent him to jail to

Before Streeter was convicted, he testified that he was
not Lee Marvin Anderson. “He even showed them his
driver's license, " Strester's mother explained. “That's all he
Indud:-th-. His name isn't that man's name. He's a

Dawson said he told the judge that Strester was not the

B RA

S Him In Jail

defendant. He called the real defendant — Anderson — to
rxdﬂnm Anderson identified himself,

“The judge wouldn't even listen — hwﬂl\ﬂubﬂ
from Lee Marvin " said Dawson. “The
(Streeter) was not Anderson before he found him lln
knew about it before the state rested its case. [ thought he

-wllhnﬁl- and respond to a trial tactic by
Mh judges would have had the
Tﬂnb“.ﬁ-ﬂnp{dﬂnﬂ

mﬂuhwhmm
mmum.mmw
&mmmmw»m—mu—

“This (tactic) has been done before; it's not something
» believed whoever

suppossd
his father, but [ sent him to bring his brother back. I should
have sent him to work."
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‘Wrong man’ defendant
wins conviction reversal

BARTOW, Fla. (AP) -
Jeffrey Streeter's second day
in court wenl much belter
than the first. This time he
went home

Two weeks ago, Streeter
thought he was doing a
stranger a favor when he
agreed to stand i for a man
charged in an assault case

DANIEL’S

He never dreamed he would
be convicted. But he was
Polk County Judge Edward
Threadgill reversed that con-
viction Monday, saying the
wrong man had been found
guilty in the July 15 trial
Streeter’'s trials began
when Tampa attorney
Warren Dawson spolted him
in a hallway outside the
courtroom and asked him to

BADE HITS
Cent'd frem page 1
said il he loses in the August

« 3 primary election, he would

nol support Rep. McDonald
against his Republican oppo-
nent

Bade charged that
McDonald has been absent
during various I’ururm and

et

e L U ok s T U

sit in for defendant Lee
Marvin Anderson
Dawson didn't tell the

judge about his spur-of-the-
moment switch, an idea he
concocted to prove thal wit-
nesses couldn't identify An-
derson. Three eyewitnesses
then proceeded to identify 19-
vear-old Streeter as the per-
son who beal up an old man in
a parking lot on April 17.

Before delivering his ver-
dict in the non<jury trial,
Judge Threadgill was told of
the substitution, but he said
he had no alternative but to
find Streeter guilty based on
the evidence

Streeter spent the night in
jail before being released on
his own recognizance

[ — ——— =1
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Stand-in

Threadgill was also faced
with the thorny issue of what
to do about Anderson — the
real defendant. Dawson insist-

ed that to try him now would

conviction of g f be double jeopardy and a viola-

copvicion of e S d@f@ndant on o Fondss i wauiing
the dd-dnt.d in an assault A iy e

case was ’

%%.Jumﬁmmmk ls clear°d “If you hold that there was

- a trial, to retry him would con-

Ehd aside the guilty verdict stitute double jeopardy,”

b i-pu._donihﬂlwn-Cityywthuly 15 follow Dawson argued. “If you say there was no trial, you

q;wmmum . x;y:u would have to dismiss under the speedy trial law.”

o e e et v JAMES HORRELL, an assistant state attor.

Dawson, &

ney, argued the request was and ridic-
ulous.” He said Anderson had not been tried, had not
meﬂnﬂomhuﬂ.humhm“hid-
ing incognito behind another person.”

Threadgill agreed and ordered Anderson to stand
trial on the original charges of assault and battery.

Afterward, Streeter’s attorney said he is not fin-
ished fighting the case. He had wanted the judge to
remove from the record any reference Lo Streeter

The said he couldn't remove his particips-
tion in the courtroom and left that area open.

“Fairness demands total expungement,” said
Jackson. “We will have to examine this entire matter
to see whether it should be taken up in another fo-
T—WMMummnn-
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